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SESSION 1: FINANCING VLRIS BY RESEARCH FUNDERS AND GOVERNMENTS 
Simon Bohleber  

Simon Bohleber studied Pharmaceutical Sciences at the Albert-Ludwigs Universität Freiburg in 

Germany with focus on bioinformatical methods for gene sequencing analysis. For his PhD he went 

to Friedrich-Wilhelms Universität Bonn and worked on special high-throughput gene sequencing 

methods to track the positions of ribosomes on mRNAs during translation in mammals and 

mitochondria. He became in 2021 desk officer in the department “Universe and Matter“ of the 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research with a main focus on basic scientific research at VLRIs. 

His area of responsibility includes particle pyhsics, digitalization and sustainability of VLRIs.  
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General Assembly of the European Consortium for Fusion Energy, EUROfusion, and the Associate 
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Atomic Energy Agency.  
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 Dr. Roberts is the Deputy Chief Officer for Research Facilities at the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). He contributes to strategic portfolio planning for research infrastructure and implements 
the policies and practices necessary for the success of research infrastructure in the NSF context. 
At NSF, he previously served as a Program Director in Division of Biological Infrastructure (DBI) 
in the Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) where he managed awards to the National 
Ecological Observatory Network (NEON) and the Integrated Digitized Biocollections (iDigBio) 
hub. In addition to program management, he has worked on initiatives to increase the 
participation of under-served groups in the biodiversity sciences and biodiversity informatics. A 
botanist by training, Dr. Roberts’ research focuses on the systematics of the tribe Astereae, 
Asteraceae (Sunflowers). During his 10-year tenure at Towson University, he taught courses in 
introductory biology for non-majors, biodiversity, plant taxonomy, molecular evolution, and 

molecular systematics. Dr. Roberts holds a doctoral degree in plant biology from Louisiana State University - Baton Rouge and an 
M.S. in biology from Texas State University at San Marcos. 

SESSION 3: LONG TERM STRATEGIES FOR VLRIS 
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Paul Dufour is a Senior Fellow with the Institute for Science, Society and Policy at the University 
of Ottawa and Principal of PaulicyWorks based in Gatineau. In addition, he is a Board member 
of the student-led Science Policy Exchange based in Montréal and menor for the CSA Youth 
Council.  Mr Dufour served as interim executive director of the Office of the National Science 
Adviser to the Government of Canada. With over four decades of experience in policy advice, 
he was with the International Development Research Centre, External Affairs, Natural 
Resources Canada, and Ministerial Assistant to Canada’s Secretary of State for Science, 
Research and Development. Mr Dufour was also research advisor for the Science Council of 
Canada in the early 80s and 90s. Born in Montréal, Mr. Dufour was educated at McGill, the 
Université de Montréal and Concordia University in the history of science and science policy. He 
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and start-up policy. Jacqueline is currently responsible for developing policy to increase 
business-research collaboration. 


